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Holbrook School  
Principal’s Report 

6-7-19 
 
Enrollment: 
Grade 5 53 
Grade 6 61 
Grade 7 53 
Grade 8 75  
Total  239 
 
The Holbrook School promotion class of 2019 will celebrate their accomplishments with family 
and friends on Monday, June 17th in the gymnasium.  There will be multiple awards presented to 
honor student academic, athletic, and school citizenship accomplishments.  I’m confident that 
our students will continue to shine at their respective high schools.  The evening will be capped 
off with a post promotion activity night at the Old Town/Orono YMCA.  Students will have the 
opportunity to enjoy the climbing wall, gymnastics equipment, swimming pool (obstacle course), 
open gym, and Pat’s Pizza.  This is always a nice way for students to enjoy each other’s 
company for the last time as middle school students.  The eighth-grade class will also be going to 
Funtown USA on Thursday, June 14th on the annual class trip.  I appreciate the flexibility of our 
staff as they supervise our students for these events beyond their usual contract expectations.  We 
wish our eighth graders the best of luck as they move into the next phase of their educational 
lives.   
They will be attending: 

Brewer  28  
John Bapst 35 
Hampden   3 
Bangor       7 
Ellsworth   1 
Old Town   1 
Total   75     

  
All Holbrook students completed the NWEA assessment in Math, Reading, and Language Usage 
this spring.  Students, teachers, and administrators use the NWEA to measure student growth 
from the fall to the spring.  The administration and teaching staff will use the data to guide future 
instruction, identify students for RTI or GT programming and to review internal programming.    
 
The Holbrook fifth grade staff will welcome 52 incoming fifth grader students on Tuesday, June 
11th.  The future Red Devils will spend about four hours at Holbrook.  They will visit their 2019-
2020 classroom, attend abbreviated specials, eat lunch, and experience recess before returning to 
Holden.  Incoming fifth grade parents are invited to attend an informational session at Holbrook 
Wednesday, June 12th.  The fifth grade staff will be on hand to answer questions and provide a 
brief overview of the day in the life of a Holbrook fifth grader.  It’s terrific to see parents 
investing in the education of their child.  We’re looking forward to welcoming another group to 
Holbrook in late August.    



 
Positive Climate and Culture: 
As the school year nears the end it’s healthy to reflect on the events of the past year.  Although 
there are always challenges during the school year the 2018-2019 school year has gone well.  
Over the summer I’ll be working to implement a variety of minor schedule adjustments to 
provide a more balance schedule for our students and staff.  These changes are based on 
feedback from the staff through an anonymous survey in April.  Although our numbers have 
dropped over the last ten years it’s nice that we’re still able to provide a wide range of co and 
extra curricular opportunities.  These programs continue to be an important aspect of our school.   
 
The 2019-2020 school year will be the first year with smaller class sizes in all four grades.   I’m 
happy to report that the staff handled the larger class sizes in eighth grade very well this year.  
Some classes ballooned to near thirty students in grade eight due to 2018-19 staff reductions and 
increased enrollment over the summer.  We’ll all be happy to see our typical class size return to 
twenty or fewer students in the upcoming school year.  While planning for next year’s academic 
schedule I believe we’ve maximized the use of our staff in a way that provides students with a 
well-rounded experience.  We’ll be providing support level and honors level classes in math and 
language arts in grades six, seven, and eight next year.   
 
I would like to thank the teaching staff at Holbrook for a positive and productive school year.  I 
hope they all have a restful and rejuvenating summer break.  Having time to connect with family 
members and reflect on your work is a great way to recharge the batteries and prepare for the 
upcoming school year.  We also want to wish best of luck to Bill Meehan (who won’t be 
returning) on his future endeavors.   

 
 
All grade levels will be enjoying their end of year celebration trips as follows: 
 
Thursday, June 13th Grade 8 - Funtown, USA 
Tuesday, June 18th Grade 7 - Lamoine Beach 
Monday, June 17th Grade 6 - Wild Acadia Fun Park 
Monday, June 17th Grade 5 - Wild Acadia Fun Park 
 
Thank you for your support and have a great summer! 
 
  

Sincerely, 

 
Richard Modery 
Principal  
Holbrook Middle School 














































































































